Within the last few years a rather extensive literature has appeared on the taxonomy of the Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis). In the course of my work on the birds of southern Mexico, I found certain discrepancies between published statements and some of my material. The present paper developed from an attempt to work out the characters and ranges of the forms occurring in Mexico. Those races which do not reach this region are omitted, since I have nothing to add to Griscom' s able review (Proc. New England Zool. Club, 11, 1929:67-72). Although the Mexican material studied is three times as extensive as that available to previous workers, it should be emphasized that in several cases the last word still remains to be said.
Since I have seen only nine adults from the Great Basin, I have been largely guided by the statements of Wetmore (Proc. U. S. Nat. Illus., 86, 1939:202) and Miller (Condor, 43, 1941:259) in including birds from that region with serripennis. The characters originally ascribed to aphractus were darker upperparts, paler underparts, and somewhat greater average size, compared with serripennis. My' birds from the Great Basin have the same range of variation in color as do eastern birds. Oberholser included California within the range of aphractus. It has since been shown that breeding birds from California belong to the race psammochrous, which does in fact have paler underparts than serripennis.
One bird from the coast of Oregon, collected on May 30, is very pale. Whether it represents an abnormal variant of serripennis, or whether the range of psammochrous extends so far north along the coast can only be decided with more adequate material than is available to me. ' On geographical grounds the first alternative is more probable.
As regards size, some 57 per cent of the birds measured from the combined ranges of serripennis and aphractus can be segregated to locality on wing length. The tail also tends to be longer in the west, but with weight the trend is reversed. .While a difference which holds in only slightly more than half of the specimens is hardly constant enough to warrant recognition of a northwestern race, it would be interesting to see whether a larger sample of Great Basin birds would show greater or lesser differences. It appears that the reluctance to accept this race was largely due to the fact that at , the time its range was not understood to be so extensive.
Of the seventeen adult specimens examined from north of Guerrero, not one has a spotted crissum, although a few individuals have subterminally darkened shafts of the longer under tail coverts.
Intergradation with fuZvi~enn& occurs in Guerrero. Five breeding specimens from Chilpancingo and Omilteme have the paler underparts of psammochrous, but they have more rufous on the throat than that form. Above, three are pale and the other two are about as dark as serripennis. One bird has a large dusky spot on the crissum. Since Spotting of the crissum occurs in 24 per cent of the adults examined. It is therefore scarcely more prevalent than with serripennis, but the shafts are more often dark in fulvipennis than in serripennis. Spotting of the crissum appears more frequently in the interior and on the Pacific coast, where it occurs in seven of 18 specimens, than on the Caribbean side, where it was found in only one specimen among the 16 examined.
Griscom (Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., 75, 1934:392) states that the long wing is the best character for the separation of this form from serripennis. It is true that topotypical birds from Jalapa average a trifle larger than specimens from the eastern (though not the western) United States. Nevertheless, on both coasts there appears to be a definite size gradient from larger birds in the north to smaller ones in the south. When specimens from throughout the range of fz&ipennis are used, the supposed difference in size between the two races disappears. Among breeding birds from El Salvador I find considerable variation in the color of the upperparts, a couple of specimens being even paler than some se&Penn&.
Extreme and average measurements (in mm.) of Stelgidopteryz ruficollis fulvipennis
A male from Lancetilla, Honduras, shot on February 8, agrees with f&ipennis in color, but its large size (wing, 121; tail 52.5) indicates that it is an intergrade with 
